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2012 
• NUMEROUS bills were introduced relating 

to elections. 

• Of those that gained traction there has 
been constant change—sometimes on an 
hourly basis. 

• This is a summary of status as of 
4/26/2012 

• & We will update on the 9th Circuit 
decision & redistricting 



Special Thanks: 
To Mary Jo at the Phoenix City 
Clerk’s office for her tracking of 

chaptered legislation! 



STATE 



Summary: Dates, Maps, & $$ 



Held in committee. 
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Very similar to HB 2826. 
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House second read 1/19/2012. 
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Passed: 29 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Not Voting 
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Second read 1/18/2012 
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This provides individuals a path to retain/regain their voting rights. 
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Once passed, will be held until Governor gets the budget so not vetoed. 
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Secretary of State’s Bill 

1363 

2379 

2033 

County 
Recorder’s bill 
got rolled into 
the SOS Bill 

SOS Bill got 
amended and died.  
Parts resurrected in 
2033. 
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Political Parties: 
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Filing Date Changes 
PPE Candidates: 



This change in date will allow for the website information to be included in 
UOCAVA ballots being sent out 45 days prior: 
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Filing Date Changes 
Write-IN Candidates: 
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Changes to Petitions: 
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Party Recognition 
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Party Recognition 



In the Conference Engrossed version of 2033 this limit is raised to $250.00 
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Political Committee Definition: 
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Recall Election Added: 



 Another bill moves it to $100.00 
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Campaign Finance Reporting: 



H
o

u
se

 B
ill

 2
3

7
9 

Cleans up the language not 
precleared by DOJ from last 

legislative session: 
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Cleans up the language not 
precleared by DOJ from last 

legislative session: 



 House engrossed version added this language. 
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PPE Candidates: 



 Senate engrossed version added this language from SB 1363. 
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Vacancy language added for all offices 
at federal, state, and county levels: 



 Senate engrossed version added this language. 
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Petition Circulators 16+ 



 Senate engrossed version added this language. 
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Ballot rotation: 



 Senate engrossed version added this language. 
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Sign posting: 



 Senate engrossed version added this language. 
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This killed the bill as 2379: 
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Second read. 
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Second read 
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Campaign Finance, COW 3/6/2012 
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Second read 
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This one was in the news… 
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Passed 29 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Not Voting 
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•  We don’t really have much interplay 
with the Clean Elections Commission, 
but please refer to the 28 page bill for 
more information on all the changes! 
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Concerns: 
• Length of the ballot: 

– Voter access & use 

– Voter “roll-off” issue 

– Military voter impact? 

• Quality control: 

– Ballot styles & assuring voters get all 
correct pages of a multi-paged ballot 



4 pages—3 of them front AND back! 

Scottsdale Ballot: 



Voter Access & Use 
• A long ballot will cause voting issues for a 

large number of voters for a variety of 
reasons. 
– Voters with limited dexterity 

– Voters with attention deficit disorders 

– Voters with low vision (font size & spacing 
will be issues) 

– Voters using the audio function on the DREs 

– Language minority & low literacy voters  



Voter Roll-off 

• MCED provided the following analysis 
of what is commonly called “voter 
fatigue” or “voter roll-off”. 

• If we only hold elections every 2 years, 
and all ballot items are on that ballot, 
the ballots would be 2-4 pages long—
front and back. 

• What happens with voters when they 
are still only 1 page (front and back)? 



# of Propositions on Ballot 

• 2004: 10 

• 2006: 19 

• 2008:   8 

• 2010: 10 

 

• In order to compare, each year has the top 
ticket race listed and then each proposition in 
the order it occurred at the end of the ballot. 



Under Vote Summary 
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2004 Under Vote Summary 
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2004, by far, had 
the highest % of 

under-votes 



2004 Under/Over Vote Summary: 
Native American Precincts 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

TOP
TKT

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th

Total Under

NA Average

San Lucy

Hickiwan

Ft McDowell

Honda

Pee Posh

Top Race & Propositions at the Bottom of Ballot By Position 

% 



2004 Under/Over Vote Summary: 
Native American Precincts 

Full List Without Hickiwan 
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2004 Under/Over Vote Summary: 
Hispanic Surname Precinct Sample 

Full List    Without Guadalupe 



2006 Under Vote Summary 
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2006 Under  Vote Summary: 
Native American Precincts 
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2006 Under  Vote Summary: 
Native American Precincts 

Full List  Without Hickiwan 



0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

TO
P

 T
K

T

1
st

2
n

d

3
rd 4
th

5
th

6
th

7
th

8
th

9
th

1
0

th

1
1

th

1
2

th

1
3

th

1
4

th

1
5

th

1
6

th

1
7

th

1
8

th

1
9

th

Total Under

Ave Hisp

Burgess

El Mirage

Guadalupe

Tolleson

2006 Under Vote Summary: 
Hispanic Surname Precinct Sample 

% 



2006 Under Vote Summary: 
Hispanic Surname Precinct Sample 

Full List  Without Guadalupe 



2008 Under Vote Summary 
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2008 Under Vote Summary: 
Native American Precincts 

Full List  Without Hickiwan 
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2008 Under Vote Summary: 
Hispanic Surname Precinct Sample 

Full List Without Guadalupe 



2010 Under Vote Summary 
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2010 Under Vote Summary: 
Native American Precincts 

Full List  Without Hickiwan 
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2010Under Vote Summary: 
Hispanic Surname Precinct Sample 

Full List Without Guadalupe 



Impact on  
Military & Overseas Voters? 

• This legislation could 
have additional impacts 
on UOCAVA voters. 

• Although the MOVE Act 
requires ballots to be 
sent 45 days prior 
(rather than 26), if the 
length is double or 
triple, will voters have 
enough time? 
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Other Impacts 

• Municipalities would not be able to 
conduct all-mail elections. 

• Special elections would not be tied to 
our standard 4 election dates, they 
could be anytime, anywhere—REALLY 
confusing the voter!! 

• Waiting to conduct an election for 2 
years is public impacting. 
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Consolation. 

• MCED strongly advocated about the 
impact of this legislation. 

• There were many points that were 
raised, some were addressed. 

• Because we acted in good faith, and 
many concerns were addressed, we 
supported the last iteration. 

• No other county or municipality has. 



Senate engrossed version 
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Senate engrossed version 
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Senate engrossed version 
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In essence, candidates move to 
even-numbered years. 



Second read 
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Remember this?  Lets look at what was in the County Bill. 
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Surname only of the presidential candidate… 
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Presidential Ballot Format: 
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Vacancy 
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City/Town Signature 

Requirements: 
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Remember this?. 
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Second read 
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Second read 
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9th Circuit Court of Appeals 



9th Circuit Court of Appeals 



•  The full opinion is available online: 

http://www.ca9.uscourts.gov/datastore/
opinions/2010/10/26/08-17094.pdf  



Quick Summary: 

• States must all accept the federal voter 
registration form under the NVRA. 

• States have right to create their own 
voter registration form, so AZ has the 
right to require documentation of 
citizenship on that form and reject any 
that do not contain it. 

• ID at the polls stands. 





Unresolved… 

•  The decision does not contain a 
mandate of how to proceed in 
resolving conflict if federal forms—is it 
ok to put them on suspense and hold 
for state law validation of citizenship if 
they are not being rejected and original 
date holds?  

• AG has asked for a stay. 



What numbers are we talking? 

• Since the Judge Silver determination on 
October 26th, 2010 we have had: 
– 77,000 paper forms total (state & federal) 

– 234 were rejected federal forms 

 

• We currently have 11 waiting disposition 
of how to handle. 

• Any new process or materials (IE letters) 
will need to be precleared. 
 



This just in: 



Redistricting: 

• County changes precleared April 3rd . 

• Congressional lines precleared April 9th. 

• Legislative lines precleared today. 



Redistricting: 

• Lawsuits soon followed: 



Questions? 


